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EDITORIAL

Banter is non-serious conversation, usually between friends.

Welcome to the first edition of Belhelvie Banter. We hope you find this publication
useful as its aim is to provide the communities of Balmedie, Belhelvie, Blackdog,

Potterton, and Whitecairns with information about what is going on within the Parish.

Belhelvie: a Millennium of History was the last publication I put my name to and again
we have a publication which will be made available to every resident in the Parish of
Belhelvie. This is not a new idea as it was in 1976 “The Belhelvie Newsletter’ started
with the Belhelvie & District Community Association which had 6 issues, I think all
edited by Joan Mackel. The ‘BCC Newsletter’ started in February 1977. Mike Daw was
editor up to no. 37 in December 1987. I have not been able to clarify who did what but
I believe Ken Gauld produced some of the editions up to No 44 in winter 1990. We
also produced the “Year Books’ for 1997/8 and 2001/2. So we have a bit of news to

catch up on since then!

As 2009 draws to a close we have all been affected by the prolonged torrential rain and
heavy winds, but as we look forward to springtime, I hope that no ducks will chose to
take over the lake that is Belhelvie’s football pitch. The future looks bright with new
festive lights in Balmedie, and a promise of even more flower planting in tubs, baskets
and beds around the villages (Howard would welcome volunteers in Whitecairns)!
Happily, the carcass of a 30ft sperm whale was quickly removed from near the country
park and safely transported for landfill. The North east based company BrewDog

took a step closer to creating an eco-brewery near Potterton and in October plans

were revealed proposing a lateral extension of the site at Easter Hatton Farm in order
to accept household commercial and industrial waste. To keep you in touch with all

current planning issues http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/index.asp
We would like to thank those advertisers who have ‘taken’ a chance’ on us, before they
have seen the finished article in print. It is through their generosity that we can provide

Belhelvie Banter free to all houses in the area. Please support them.

Audrey H. Jeffries



ARDENE HOUSE

* Providing first rate medical care for all your pets.

* Vet and nurse on site 24/7 for emergencies and advice

* Routine medical care and vaccinations.

* Ultrasound scanning, digital X-Rays, endoscopy.

* Visiting specialists in cardiology, ophthalmology, internal
medicine, soft tissue surgery, dermatology and behaviourists.
* Easy parking at both surgeries.

Veterinary Surgery & Hospital ~ Veterinary Surgery

Skene Rd, Kingswells, Jesmond Drive, Bridge of Don,
Aberdeen Aberdeen
Tel: 01224 740700 Tel: 01224 -826121
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Convemence Store " .

There are many exditing Christmas offers

o] in store and available for order.
7N Beer wines and Spirits - special offers from now

to 31st Decemb
Laidlaw's fresh turkeys and full
butchers range can be ordered for
collection or delivery.
Prices for Laidlaw's products exactly
the same as in Laidlaw’s shops.
Telephone order line 01358-742552
Emailblamediestore@yahoo.co.uk
Balmedie Convenience Store, Eigie Road, Balmedie
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POLICE NEWS

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Iain Clark and I
am the Community Police Officer for Belhelvie Parish, and others! I am currently based
at Ellon where I have been stationed for the past four years. I have been in the police
for almost 24 years, during that time I have worked at Peterhead, Laurencekirk, Ban-
chory and latterly I spent 10 years in Aberdeen City. Some of you may already know me
or have seen me about, I’'m quite often to be seen walking or cycling around Balmedie.
We are very fortunate that we live in a relatively quiet area as far as crime goes but in
the run up to Christmas we need to be especially vigilant. Make sure you keep you car
and house locked and if possible have a timer fitted to some lights in you house that
come on when it gets dark, it gives the impression that there is someone in the house.
Don’t leave anything of value lying about in your car that can be seen from the outside,
some people cannot resist the temptation to have what is not theirs!

Keep an eye on your eldetly neighbours, it’s a sad fact of life that, as the weather gets
colder they run the risk of serious health problems.

Partnership working plays a key part in modern day policing and I feel it is impera-
tive that Police Officers work closely with communities so we can all work together to
“Keep our Communities Safe”. The Police can only act on information they have to
hand so it is vitally important that any illegal activity and occurrences of antisocial be-
haviour are reported to us, thus allowing us to tackle the issues within our community.
If you think we are doing nothing about it, chances are we don’t know about it.

One of the major issues I face at the moment is inconsiderate parking by parents in the
morning and evening around Balmedie Primary School. I would plead with parents to
firstly consider if they need to take their children to school by car and secondly if you
do please think about where you park, the restrictions are for your child’s safety as well
as others. I have on occasion been at the school and seen cars parked on double yel-
low lines and even on the zig zags. I have also heard reports that the bus on occasions
has not been able to get anywhere near the school due to inconsiderate parking. Just a
thought.... if the bus cannot get to the school neither could the emergency services in
an emergency.

I hope you all enjoy the festive period and if you are going to any parties please leave
the car at home and if you have had a lot of alcohol to drink please also think about

whether or not you are safe to drive the following morning.

Tain Clark Community Beat Officer Ellon



Adept
Driver Training

With Michelle D’ Auvergne

Female Instructor

High pass rate

Hourly lessons

Free study packs

Block booking discounts
Evenings and weekends

Call on

07791 412759
01358 742400

Q/ SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE ‘

Millden Steading East, Balmedie AB23 8YY




BELHELVIE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Belhelvie Church of Scotland is the
Parish Church for Balmedie, Belhelvie,
Potterton, Whitecairns and Blackdog
and is situated between the villages in
the geographical heart of the parish.

We're a friendly, growing church with
good provision for children and a range
of ways to explore faith and grow in faith.
We’d love to see you along over Christmas
if any of the following take your fancy.

You’d be more than welcome to join us.

In 2007 we started a campaign called
Dreaming of a Right Christmas where
we try to cut back on some of the
consumerism that goes with the season,
and with the money we save give a
present to a community who really need
it. Last year we supported the Aberdeen
Cyrenians; this year we’re helping New
Life Home Trust who rescue abandoned
babies in Kenya, and look after them ‘til
they’re old enough and well enough to
be adopted. Look out for some of the
fundraisers that are on between now and
Christmas.

Kind regards,

Paul McKeown (minister)

Family Quiz Night

Fri 4th Dec - 7:30pm

(Forsyth Hall-—Fundraising event for
“Right Christmas” appeal. Adults £10,
children £3 includes buffet.)

“The Grinch”

Sat 5th Dec - 2:00pm

(A showing of the fun-filled kids movie,
held in the church. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. No charge, but
donations to “Right Christmas” gratefully
received.)

Silver Band Service

Sun 6th Dec - 11:00am

(Service of Carols led by the award
winning Bon Accord Silver band)

“Scrooge”

Fri 11th Dec - 7:30pm

(A showing of the classic Christmas
movie to get us in the mood! Held in the
church. No charge, but a donations to
the “Right Christmas” appeal gratefully
received)

Nativity Service
Sun 20th Dec - 11:00am
(Forsyth Hall)

Watchnight Service

Thur 24th Dec - 11:00pm

(Own choice carols from 11:00, then
service ‘til midnight. Mince pies and
mulled wine to follow)

Christmas Day Service
Fri 25th Dec - 11:00am



It doesn’t matter
which badge
you have on

your car - we
can service it!

We service all makes &
models without invalidating
your warranty

We do it all:

=

For further details and to view over 200 used cars olick onto:

Addrass @www.lawrmmuf-lmmnay.cnuk =] E%E’

Establlshed 1953




BETTER BALMEDIE

During the “Balmedie Views”
consultation, some people said that
they were interested in starting

a gardening club, allotments,
community garden, composting, and
improvements to open spaces in the
village. We met for the first time in
July and now meet monthly.

Better Balmedie members have a range

of interest and experience, so we have
tried to create a group which will appeal
to all. We now have 20 members, all
committed to making Balmedie better.
Better Balmedie’s programme is a

mixture of meetings with speakers so

we can learn more about gardening and
environmental issues, and projects when
we work together to enhance open spaces.
In October we planted 6000 daffodil and
crocus bulbs along Figie Road. We eagerly
await the results of our labours when the

flowers appear in Spring! We had lots of

fun, and hope that more folk will join us
for future activities!

Better Balmedie is planning its
programme for 2010, to include planting
in tubs, baskets and beds around the
village and a village Spring Clean. See
notice boards and posters in local venues
for future meetings and events!

Better Balmedie members are enthusiastic,
friendly folk who enjoy working together
to improve our village. The group is

open to everyone in the parish. Please

get involved; grow or plant some plants,
pick up litter, learn from our speakers

— you will be very welcome at meetings,
last Thursday of every month, 7.30 at
Balmedie School.

Find out more by contacting
Rosie Nicol on 01358 742557 or at
rosie.inform@lineone.net
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Cadgers Taxis
And Minibus Hire
4 /8 /16 Seater cars/Minibuses
People Carrier, Contracts, School runs

3 Scott Terrace,
Belhelvie AB23 8YT

01358-742370

Fro¢more Cattery

‘The North—-East’s Fremier Cat Hotel’

* EXCLUSIVE MODERN
ACCOMMODATION

e SPACIOUS INDOOR PENS

¢ INDIVIDUALLY HEATED BEDS

e EXCLUSIVE INDOOR PLAY AREA
e PEACEFUL COUNTRY SETTING
e COMPETITIVE RATES

¢ FRIENDLY AND CARING STAFF

. Craigand, Frogmore Steading,
For Reservations please telephone: ?\lewhut;‘? AB41 GBD ”

T: o 1 358 741 965 Tel: 01358 741065 « Mob: 07909 TIE9E0

M: 07909 738960 email

Susan Barrowman Susan.craigan@btinternet.co.uk
www.frogmorecattery.co.uk




BELHELVI, BALHALUY, BALHALWEIS -
WHAT’S IN A NAME?

The parish of Belhelvie lies in a part

of Scotland that once formed the core
of the Pictish kingdom, for which no
written sources survive. As such the
eatliest history of the area has been lost
forever. However, the very name of the
parish, Belhelvie, speaks of a subsequent
emergence of Gaelic-speaking people,
who dominated the culture in the area as a
result of Kenneth MacAlpin’s unification
of the Gaelic kingdom of Dalriade with
the Pictish kingdom in the year 842AD.
The Gaelic language then subsumed
Pictish as the Gaels moved into the
Northeast. Gaelic in turn gave way to
Scots and more recently English. The
several explanations for the derivation

of the name of the parish, however, are
all of Gaelic origin: from ‘mouth of the
rivulets” with regard to the seven burns
which run through the parish to ‘cattle-
town’, or baile shealbhain (pronounced
‘balluh-helvan’), in reference to its primary
agricultural commodity. The seven burns
flowing in the parish are the Newtyle and
Blackdog on the northern and southern
boundaries, and the Menie, Orrok,
Hopeshill, Eggie and Potterton. Although
no one explanation for the name
Belhelvie has been determined, it was
certainly well established by the middle
ages and has varied only in the spelling
since then.

The parish of Belhelvie has gone through
many incarnations. It is an ancient
inhabited area, which has had close ties
with the city of Aberdeen for centuries.
In medieval times it was a thanage,

where a thane, who was more or less
equivalent to an earl, presided over the
area. Belhelvie then became a barony, and
since the eighteenth century it has simply
been a local parish within the synod of
Aberdeen. In a commercial directory of
1825-26 Belhelvie was described as being
8 miles north of Aberdeen and 114 miles
distant from Edinburgh. Just fifty years
later Belhelvie was merely a ‘postal district
of Aberdeen [where] a proportion of

the land is under cultivation’. Today it is
best known as a satellite community of
Aberdeen.

The modern-day parish does not appear
to be significantly different in area to the
ancient thanage of Belhelvie. It comprises
30 square miles, which are bounded by
the North Sea to the east, Newmachar to
the west, Foveran to the north, and the
Bridge of Don part of Aberdeen to the
south, all within an area known as South

Formartine.

Extract from Belhelvie — A millennium of

History  ISBN 1900517 10 8



NEWMACHAR
CENTRE - NOW OPEN

Kip Mcgrath Celebrating 10 Years in Scotland

Kip Professional Tuition

McGrath ' Maths & English

eucaToncentres o/ Reading o/ English
Newmachar v Spelling / Maths

Individual Attention Boosts Confidence
And Gets Results

m Affordable Tuition

B Free Educational Assessments

B Computer Assisted Learning

m Individually-Planned Programmes
m 80 Minute After-school Sessions
B Homework Set And Marked

New Centre ‘~955Mt
Now Open » e?g
in ’ I&

Newmachar

K. For more information or to book a
IP FREE Assessment call Margaret

. on 01651 863625
MCG rath margaret_ridley@hotmail.co.uk

EDUCATION CENTRES www.kipmcgrath.co.uk




BALMEDIE
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

We have been meeting in Balmedie Leisure
Centre since 1993. Our Services are at
11am on Sunday mornings in the Coffee
Lounge.

We hold short, informal and family
friendly services. Everyone is welcome to
attend.

We hope to hold a Traditional Lessons and
Carols Christmas Eve Service on Thursday
24th December 2009 at 11pm. This service
will finish just after midnight after which
refreshments will be served.

As a church we hope at some point to have
our own building and are in the process of
consulting an architect. Look out for news

on the building in the near future.

We are a small group but back in January
2007 we planted a new Church in the
nearby village of Potterton. It just proves
that size isn’t everything and that with a
little faith amazing things can happen.

We continue to support the Church at
Potterton and in return they also support
us in fundraising and outreach ventures.

In the past we have participated in Carol
Singing at Tescos at Ellon in the lead up
to Christmas. This is something that we

intend to do again this year.

We are affiliated to the Congregational
Federation both in Scotland and at
National level.

Congregationalism is a form of church
government where each Church is
independent in the management of its
own affairs.

If we can help you or your family in any
way, be it happy or sad times please contact
us.

For more information please contact our
Minister.

Rev Denise Cowie Tel 01224 709102

BALMEDIE PLAYGROUP

Community Room  Primary school
Telephone 07923 470741

We are a friendly group offering fun
activities and learning for pre school
children. Working in partnership with
Aberdeenshire Council we provide pre
school education for children aged 3-5
years. Sessions are led by playgroup

staff and we have a rota for parental

help. Activities available include art and
craft, baking, water and sand play, music
sessions, role play and construction
activities. Sessions are planned around the
“Curriculum for Excellence” and children
may attend up to five sessions per week
with a mixture of morning and afternoon
sessions being available.

For further information or details
regarding current vacancies please contact
us on the above number or pop in to visit
us. Open daily during school term 9.30am
till 2.45pm.



BALMEDIE
CRAFT CLUB

We are a Craft Group for children that
meet in Balmedie Primary School on
Thursdays from 6.15 =7.15pm during
term time. We are attached to Balmedie
Congregational Church.

All children from primary school age up

are welcome.

Its costs £1.50 per Thursday to attend
and we cover a wide range of crafts.

Tile painting, rocket making, windmills,
scraperfoil art, fridge magnets and photo
frames to name a few of the projects that

we have undertaken.

Every child should take home a piece of
craft work after every session, however
on occasions we engage in larger projects

which take place over a few weeks.

Great fun is had every week by children
and staff alike.

Sometimes at the end of the evening
we play a game or two — misers gold,
duck, duck, goose and ladders are some

examples.

As we approach Christmas we are
undertaking some Christmas themed
Craft — biff bats, stockings and a Nativity
mobile.

After Christmas we will participate in
other crafts. In the run up to Easter we
will look at the Easter Story and Easter
themed crafts.

So if you’re not busy on a Thursday night,
and you are Primary 1 upwards, why not
come and join us for an hour of craft,

friendship and fun!
New members are always welcome.
For more information contact

Rev Denise Cowie Tel 01224 709102.

BELHELVIE
S.W.R.l

The Belhelvie branch of the SWRI
meet on the second Wednesday of
every month from September to May.
There is also an outing or meal out in
June.

We meet at the Forsyth Hall, beside
Belhelvie Church, at 7.30pm. There is
plenty of patrking and easy access for the
less mobile.

Our syllabus is varied with talks and
demonstrations or why not just come
along for a chat. A warm welcome awaits
you. Why don’t you give us a try?

Elaine Strachan
Tel: 01358 743173



BEAVERS - CUBS
SCOUTS - EXPLORERS

Our Scout Group caters for youngsters all
ages from 6 to 25.

What we do is best described in our policy
which states:-

The Scout Method provides an enjoyable
scheme of progressive training, based on
the Scout Promise and Law. This is best
seen when young people;

* enjoy what they are doing;

* learn by doing;

* participate in varied & progressive
activities;

* make choices for themselves;

* take responsibility for their own
actions;

* work in groups;

* take increasing responsibility for
others;

* take part in activities outdoors;

* share in prayer and worship;

* make and live out their promise.

BEAVERS — For 6 & 7 year olds

The Wednesday night colony are very
busy and is very popular, it is supported
by 4 Beaver leaders. Meets Balmedie
School at 6pm. Currently there is a long
waiting list. See below.

CUBS - For youngsters aged from 8

to 10%2. Pack meets Tuesday night in
Potterton Community Centre at 6:30pm.
Ours Cubs regulatly get out and about.

SCOUTS - For 10-14s. Our Scout
Troop meet Wednesday nights 7-9pm in
Potterton and are always out and about.

EXPLORERS — Our 14-18 group meet
in Potterton on Wednesdays from 7:00-
9:30pm.

All our sections are for boys and girls
alike.

HELP HELP HELP

We are the victims of our own success
and are overly in demand both at Beavers
and Cubs. In the short term the only way
to clear the waiting lists is to form a 2nd
Beaver Colony and a 2nd Cub Pack.. Both
are needed and several new leaders would
have to come forward before we could
establish them. Additional lets would be
needed too. There is no magic wand for
this one.

If you would like more information
about becoming an adult volunteer in
Scouting and what the commitments are
in becoming a leader, get in touch.

To contact any of our sections call
01358743156 or e-mail
balmedie.scouts@btinternet.com

Ian Thomson
Group Scout Leader.



PASS YOUR TEST WITH

FLYING COLOURS

s LEARNER DRIVERS s THEORY TUITION
s REFRESHER COURSES s PASS PLUS REGISTERED
« DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE e [INTENSIVE COURSES

¢ TRAILER TOWING LESSONS

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

N

TRAIN TO BECOME A DRIVING INSTRUCTOR



BELHELVIE PARISH FORUM

How many readers have found their way to this web based message board?
This is designed for the residents of Belhelvie Parish.

Visit www.//belhelvieparishforum.proboards.com/index.cgi to see what topics ate
being discussed.

Say hello! or introduce yourself. Since this is a community forum, it was thought
it would be nice to get to know the people posting messages. This is by no means
compulsory and you can post as much or as little detail as you wish.

Most importantly this is a new place to air and discuss your views, on issues affecting
Belhelvie Parish, with your neighbours from the comfort of your own arm chait!

You can use the calendar to advertise community events, and if you want to add more
details you are encouraged to post your suggestion and start a thread!

BALMEDIE YOUTH PROJECT

Both Youth & Community Workers continue to meet with young people on
Wednesday evenings in various locations within Balmedie. This could range
from the park, the library or just walking the street.

From the recent survey it was highlighted that there was a need for some sort of
youth provision in the area. This was also an issue for young people who attended
the World Café style consultation. To support this initiative, we have secured external
funding from YouthLink Scotland to allow a group of young people to visit other
youth facilities in the wider community. This would allow them to have a better
understanding of what they could achieve for themselves in their own area.

If, as a young person, you would be interested in participating in this project, please
contact Brenda on 01358 721946 for further information. Also, as a adult, if you would
be interested in supporting young people as a volunteer please call Brenda

Annette Holland
Senior Community Learning & Development Worker



4 REID PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES I,TI).\

Reid Plumbing & Heating Services is a family run company
which was founded over 28 years ago. We pride ourselves in
delivering exceptional quality to all customers both residential
and commercial. We specialise in:-

Bathrooms Tilling

- Full design service - Wall tiles

- New installations - Floor tiles

- Refurbishment of existing - Under tile heating

- Forming WC facilities in cupboards - Re-grouting existing tiling
- Towel rails

Central Heating Kitchens

- Full design service - Full design service

- New installations - New installations

- Boiler changes - Refurbishment of existing

- Upgrade of existing systems - Granite worktops

- Designer radiators - Installation of gas appliances
- Boiler services - Cooker hoods

- Landlord Gas Safety cettificates

Gas Fires Traditional Plumbing

- New installations - Lead work

- Upgrade/replacement of existing - Cast iron gutters & downpipes
- Servicing/gas safety checks - Outside garden taps

If you wish to discuss any element of work we undertake, please do
not hesitate to get in contact with George Reid.

Reid Plumbing & Heafing Services Lid.
Arborley, North Beach Road
Balmedie 01358 742339
safe /




1ST BELHELVIE
RAINBOWS

It has been all change for the Rainbows

in the area. After running 1st Belhelvie
Rainbows for 10 years Maggie Bissett has
reluctantly stepped down. Maggie will

be greatly missed. During her 10 years
many gitls from Belhelvie, Whitecairns,
Balmedie, Potterton and surrounding areas
have passed through her group taking part
in many varied activities. Now instead

of one Rainbow Unit there are two. 1st
Belhelvie will continue in Potterton with
another group opening in Balmedie.

The programme for Rainbows provides
fun and challenging opportunities for five
to seven year old girls. The Potterton
Rainbows started back after the October
Holidays with a fun night of party games,
dancing, balloons and some yummy food.
The following weeks the Rainbows have
enjoyed skipping, making bead necklaces
and bracelets, drawing pictures to put on
our wall space and learning “The Rainbow
Song” as well as our usual Rainbow games
and songs. We are now looking forward
to Christmas and will be very busy doing
Christmas crafts and activities. We will
finish the term with our Christmas party
and we are hoping that Santa will have
time to pay us a visit.

We have room for new girls in Potterton,
if you would like more information please
contact Pauline Wood Tel 01358 743002
ot email woodtroop@supanet.com.

3RD BELHELVIE
BROWNIES

We thought youd like to hear a bit about
the Brownies that meet in Potterton. We
are called 3rd Belhelvie Brownies and have
been meeting for years.

Gitls can be a Brownie from the age of 7
to 10. We work through two programme
books during that time. We are catching
up with our Adventure and Adventure
On activities at the moment. We also

do interest badges which cover heaps of
different themes from craft to science
investigator.

We have just finished a national challenge
called “Changing the World” which
involved looking at Global warming and
what we, as families, can do to reduce

it. We cartried out activities that looked
at how we could reduce our power usage
both in the home and outside. This
included looking at how far our food has
to travel to get to our plates. From this we
have made a calendar that shows which
foods we could be growing ourselves
which would reduce transportation
distances.

Half of us took part in the best Brownie
Adventure there is. We went on Brownie
Holiday and stayed at a Scout house near
Maryculter. We pretended to be Secret
Agents and had to dress up in disguises,
follow trails and complete an assault
course. We also had to do the washing up
and cooking and cleaning the loos, it was

brill.

Next year we are 100 and have lots of
celebrations and activities planned. We are
really looking forward to it.



1ST BELHELVIE RANGERS

1st Belhelvie Rangers meet every two weeks in Balmedie on a Wednesday night.

Rangers is any young women between 14 and 25 years of age. Rangers are the next
stage in Girl Guiding. You can progress on from Guides but you don’t necessarily have
to be from the guiding family to come along and have some good fun. Rangers do lots
of fun

activities including face masks, baking different snacks and having a really good laugh
with each other. We also have the opportunity to go on different trips. This year a few
of the Rangers went on a trip to Switzerland with other Ranger and Guide units for
two weeks. Why not get in touch with our Leader, Susan to arrange a visit one night?

Adult helpers are also very welcome.

Susan can be contacted on 01224 703335 ot s.osbeck@physics.otg

Reﬂexology
Reiki
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Nurseries

Links Nurseries Balmedie

Quality childcare from Birth - 5 years
Open all year

Monday to Friday 7.30am-6.00pm
Purpose built sensory room

Qualified and experienced staff

Lots of fun and educational activities
Spaces available for all ages

©O00000O0

If interested please call Claire Scales on

01358 743094
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A BEAUTIFUL SECLUDED HEALTU SPA & SALON ON YOUR DOORSTEP!
Flawless treatments - flnu/less service - flawless experience..

Flawless Bmut
Based on the outskirts of
Aberdeen at Millden, near
Balmedie, Flawless Beauty is
situated within a secluded
detached house which offers
our clients A unique Ang
fru/nte ax‘;mnence

A few miles away from the hustle and
bustle of the city, our clients can relax
and enjoy health and wellbeing in our exclusive beauty salon and health spa.
We boast three treatment rooms, along with shower and changing facilities in
the main part of the house, with a separate private suite which houses our
large hydro pool, relaxation area and gym equipment. In addition we have a
secluded decked garden area which can also be used for relaxation in
warmer weather. Our health spa and tailored ‘Escape’ spa days are perfect
for getting away from it all. We can cater for a maximum of ten and any
parties of two or more booking a spa experience always have exclusive use
of the facilities.

We a er A sugyerﬁ service in A
tmniml set

- pe=a Tor mara in armmtwn, 107 onto
=y W lessbeauty.be’ or
=t g canmct Flnwless Be ut17 on

"’?‘" © 07810 522501,

flawless beauty:

it’s all about you!



TARTS AND CRAFTS

(Telephone 01358 742002) situated behind the Library in Balmedie. We have
good parking and disabled access. Open Wednesday — Saturday 10am — 4pm

The café serves a variety of delicious home bakes, hot and cold drinks, savoury snacks
and soups. We can cater for most people with special dietary needs. The café is staffed
by volunteers.

In addition to being a café, we are an art gallery exhibiting paintings by local artists. We
stock a wide range of crafts made locally. The artwork and crafts are for sale and we
have on offer products to suit both those who want to spend their pocket money to
items for people wanting to invest in something more exclusive. We would encourage
people to visit to get gift ideas and make Christmas shopping easier. We can also offer
a gift wrapping service for those who are all fingers and thumbs when it comes to sticky
tape, scissors and gift wrap.

Browse for that special gift, some of which can be personalised while you relax with a
coffee.

Craft classes will be running every 4-6 weeks, but we are hoping to start drop-in groups.
Take along your own project or get crafty with our bits and pieces.

Mobile Library Locations

Wednesday Potterton Kirkhill Road a2 15.00 d 15.30

Every week Carpark a1535 d15.55
Denview Road 2 16.00 d 16.30

Thursday

Week 1 Belhelvie area Parkhill 20945 d10.10
Braehead 210.25 d10.45

Thursday

Week 2 Blackdog Kindergarten 209.45 d10.15
Balmedie Balmedie House a12.30 d 13.00
Balmedie Eigie House a 14.00 d 14.30
Belhelvie area Chance Inn Farm a14.40 d14.55
Wardhillock Farm 215.00 d15.15
Middlemuir 21530 d 1545
Belhelvie Scott Grove a2 15.50 d 16.00

Belhelvie Park Terrace 216.05 d16.15



ARDO CLASSICS

Car Hire

For all special occasions
Weddings, Anniversaries, Graduations etc

“We will drive you around the bend with style

www.ardoclassics.co.uk

Tel 01358 743011
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WWW.BIKE-SMART.CO.UK * WWW.CMS-SCOTLAND.CO.UK *WWW.SCOTBIKER.COM
01224 624777

WE CAN KIT YOU OUT WITH ALL THE <
o)

GEAR FROM GLOVES TO BIKES AND
THEN WE CAN TRAIN YOU 4
KAISAR XTR125

LARGE RANGE OF BIKE CLOTHING
HELMETS & ACCESSORIES

MORE STOCK SOURCED AND
L MANUFACTURED IN
. GERMANY THAN ANY
PIONEERNEVADA125  OTHER STORE IN SCOTLAND
Aberdeen’s largest and only full time training site (Pittodrie Stadium car park, over 5,500 SQM)
CDT Course 7 days | 50cc/125¢cc and direct access | Equipment supplied | Male & Female Instructor

244 KING STREET, ABERDEEN AB24 5BU

LIFAN JET 50

PULSE ADRENALINE




BRIDGE OF DON ACADEMY

The year is 1979.

You may be thinking about what to watch on TV tonight — sorry, only 3 channels BBC1
(an episode of “Dad’s Army”), BBC 2 (American sitcom “Rhoda”) and Grampian
(Joanna Lumley and David McCallum as “Sapphire and Steele”). Then there’s the
weather... “after 6 weeks of rainy holidays Aberdeen Schools went back yesterday —

and on cue, the sun came out” reported the P & J.

Four new schools opened in the region for the new session- Lossiemouth, Westhill,
Ellon and Bridge of Don. The new £2,268,000 Bridge of Don Academy boasted

a 25 metre pool, large games hall with 4 badminton courts, general purpose room,
drama teaching studio, lecture theatre, library, resource centre and an open-plan science
department. The timetable was built up of seventeen 20 minute units a day. Pupils
went to classes for 2, 3 or 4 units. Registration was at 8.55, lunch 12.55-2.00 and classes
went on to 4pm. Rector Richard Wallis was assisted by his Depute Rector William
Barber and Assistant Rectors Gordon McIntosh, Brian McWilliam and Tan Noble.

School meals were available — price 30p.

The Number one hits of 1979 included- Village People “YMCA”, Art Garfunkel
“Bright Eyes” , Gary Numan “Cars”, Boomtown Rats “I Don’t Like Monday’s”, Lena
Martell “One Day at a Time “ ( yes, reallyl) and the big disco diva song by Gloria
Gaynor “T Will Survive”.

This brings us to our own group of “Survivors”. 10 members of our present school
staff have been here for the whole 30 years of the “new” Bridge of Don Academy-
and some were at the “old” school before that. Our 10 Survivors are: Sheena McBain
(August 1973); Meg Jones (August 1975); Sheila Shand & Ian Thomson (August 1976);
Gordon McFarlane (August 1977); Dave Chesser, Liz Garden, Sheena Anderson
(Summer 1979) ; Eva Forbes & Dave Nicol (Autumn 1979). The current Head
Teacher, Mr Harland, presented them with a special certificate to mark their special

anniversary at the beginning of the new session. Congratulations!



“GUESS THE TEACHER”

The present members of staff have donated a “baby photo” and pupils (and parents
back to school for parents’ evening) are asked to identify the bonny babies. House
points are on offer for all correct guesses! This will be followed up by a “Guess the
Parent” competition — watch out all you parents (and grand-parents) who went to
Bridge of Don in past years ... class photos stretching back through the 50s, 60s and
70s will be dusted off and scrutinised for suitable candidates. Of course, if you would

like to voluntarily donate your school photo...
...Happy 30th Birthday Bridge of Don Academy!

Callum Stuart.

Balmedic Fish and Chip Shop

Whitehorse Buildings

Open Times
4.30 - 10 pm Sunday to Thursday
430 - 11 pm Friday and Saturday

Traditional Fish and Chips, pies and
puddings, Pizzas and Baked Potatoes =

01358 742730



ADVANCED HIGHER
BIOLOGY/ GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP

The annual fieldtrip to the sand dunes at Balmedie allowed the Advanced Higher pupils
to experience first hand the techniques involved in undertaking a study of the changing
environmental conditions in a sand dunes ecosystem.

The pupils recorded information to allow them to draw a cross section of the dunes,
tested the pH, infiltration rates, soil moisture and organic content of various sites

and were then able to write up this work in the form of a report. The trip allowed
some of the pupils a closer insight into the work they will need to do to complete the
coursework for either of these subjects.




Balmedie Pharmacy

RowaN DrRIVE, BALMEDIE

AB23 8SW
TEL: 01538 741226 /

Opening Times:
Monday Friday:
9am 8.30pm

Saturday: 9am
1230pm

Sepvices Provided:

v ——.l
Prescription Collections from:
Old Machar Medical Practice. both Jesmond Drive and
King Street. Ellon Health Centre. Danestone Practice. and
Scotstown Medical Group

Local Delivery Service
Medicine and healthcare advice
Smoking Cessation

Oxygen Services

Disposal of unwanted and expired medicines
Emergency Hormonal Contraception

Instant Digital Phofo Service
In store we have greeting cards.
wrapping paper and gift bags.

There is plenty of gift ideas tfooll

We also stock a wide range of NHS services available here

household goods. toilefries and first
aid ifems. Please pop info your
friendly. local pharmacy and have

a browsell



CHARITY CORNER

Do you work for or volunteer with a charity? If you have any news, particularly of
local events that may be happening, get in touch and we may feature you in the Charity
Corner. In the first edition we feature a Scottish children’s charity, CHAS. Read on to

find out more

The Children’s Hospice Association
Scotland (CHAS) is a Scottish charity
that provides the only hospice services
in Scotland for children and young

CHA'S!

people with life-limiting conditions.

) . ) Children's Hospice Association Scotland
A children’s hospice offers professional

care, practical help and emotional Sharing the Caring
support to the whole family usually from

the day of acceptance, to the death of their child, and beyond.

No two families are the same, and CHAS has the flexibility to respond to the particular

needs of mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters, as well as the extended family.

Rachel House in Kinross, Scotland’s first children’s hospice, opened in March 1996.
Robin House in Balloch opened in August 2005. Both hospices are purpose-built and
each can provide ongoing support for up to 200 families across Scotland each year. The
CHAS at Home Team offers support to families referred to the hospices by providing a

care service to families in their own homes when they need it most.

At any one time, Rachel House and Robin House can each accommodate up to eight
children or young people and their families. CHAS services are free to children, young
people and families who need them and all services are funded mainly through the huge

generosity of our many supporters who help us in so many ways.

If you would like more information about CHAS visit our website at www.chas.org.uk,
contact the Aberdeen fundraising office on 01224 645000 or
email Aberdeen@chas.org.uk.
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CLUB
Looking for swimming lessons for your children?
We presently have spaces available at all levels for
children aged 4 2 and upwards.

|
We also have a waiting list for younger children.
Interested? Please contact :
Kate Martin, Learn to Swim Co-ordinator
01358 742904 / 07709364404

kate martin1i@hotmail.co.uk
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New dance aerobic classes

FIRST CLASS FREE!!!

Classes held at Forsyth Hall, Belhevie
Monday & Wednesday evenings 8-9pm

Just bring yourself along to any y i

of the classes together with ﬂZZEl‘clse

a smile and bouncy trainers! ] / ®
it shows

For more information contact:
Claire Murray

01358 721038 or 07824 552883
www.jazzerciseaberdeenshire.co.uk

cardio strength stretch




POTTERTON PRE-
SCHOOL PLAYGROUP

We are a commissioned group and this
means that our play leaders are trained to
nursery standard and that we are inspected
by HMI and the Care Commission. There
are 2 play leaders and several relief play
workers.

We follow all guidelines that are expected
from HMI and the Care Commission and
now follow the Curriculum for Excellence.

The session times are : Tuesday 9.30 - 12
noon, 12.45pm - 3.00pm, Wednesday 9.30
- 12 noon and Thursday 9.30 - 12 noon,
12.45pm - 3.00pm. We also run a private
creche for lunch time so it allows the
children to stay the whole day. (the creche
is only available for the children who
attend playgroup)

The children usually start at 3 years of age
(depending on birthday for commissioned
places).

We provide a safe, secure and happy
environment for the children to learn
through play. The children are actively
involved in the playgroup, choosing
resources they want to play with and
contributing their ideas for themes, etc.

We have a rolling snack and the children
help to decide the menu and prepare the
food.

We have an outdoor play area at the rear
of the building and a garden that the
children help look after. We also visit the
local parks in the village.

We organise various trips outside the
playgroup for the children.

We recently won a competition and

are going to meet Santa and two of his
reindeers on Friday 20th November 2009
at Codona’s.

The children had to draw a reindeer and
name them. The winning names were
Jingle and Bell. The winning children were
Benjamin and Watson. The children are
very excited about the trip and I'm sure
we will have a lovely time. In the next
newsletter we will share with you our trip
and hopefully have some photos to let you
see.

We are going to be very busy this term
with the lead up to Christmas - busy with
Christmas Crafts, St Andrews Day, our
trip to BA stores, our Christmas Concert
for the parents and our Christmas Party at
which the children hope Santa will appear
with a sack of presents !

We are a friendly, happy group and would
be delighted to welcome any new children
and their parents for a visit to see the
playgroup for themselves. This allows
both adult and child to spend some time
with both the other children and the play
leaders. At this time the child will be able
to experience some of the activities and
resources we have to offer, have a tour of
the facilities and it allows for any questions
the parents may have, to be answered.

Please telephone on 01358 743335 and ask
for Jenny Gallacher or Joyce Givans for
more information.



POTTERTON
2’S GROUP

Come along and experience Potterton
2’s group on a Monday 10-12 and Friday
10-12.

Children can come along from 18 months
with their parents/carers until their 2nd
birthday and then the adults have the
choice of leaving or staying with their
children.

We are the younger group of Potterton
Pre-school and follow the national
standards set by vatious education
agencies, more information can be found
on the group’s starter pack.

The group has an exciting range

of activities, outdoor play area and
equipment, arts and crafts, large indoor
play equipment, just to mention a few. We
have songs, music and movement at the
end of each session. The most important
thing about the group is it gives the
chance for the child to expand their social
and communication skills by meeting
new friends their own age, while learning
through play.

We have 2 qualified friendly play leaders,
who don’t mind getting messy!

We join the playgroup for the annual
summer trip to places like Dizzy Rascals
and the children are also looking forward
to going to the BA stores to see Santa
for the Christmas trip. Then at the end
of this term Santa will be coming to our
Christmas Party.

We have a good parent/staff relationship
with nights out and fundraising events.
The group has an “open door” policy for
any children and parents want to come for
a visit before joining our group. Children
come to play from all areas, not just the
village.

When a child reaches 2 years 10 months
they have the opportunity to join the

playgroup.

Our only rule is: wear play clothes as the
more we play, the messier we getl!

If you wish more information on our
group please call 01358 743335 and ask
for Joyce or Jenny.
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GHARELALEAR.
Innes & Rowena Jessiman
Chapelpark
Whitecairns
Aberdeen
AB23 sUQ
Scotland
tel : 01858 742218
mobile : 07712 086 407

chapelpark@btinternet.com

Company Lets Welcome
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Come and try our

Fantastic New Menu

White Horse Inn

Christmas and New Year

Party Nights
Spaces remaining : 11th, 12th and 18th

Hogmanay Family Dinner and Disco

The White Horse Inn
At the heart of our community

Christmas menu throughout December

Martin Stallard

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
&
LANDSCAPING
fencing, hedge cutting, bush
trimming, tree & shrub
planting and grass mowing.
Debris removed.

One off garden tidy-ups
Or
Gardens looked after on a
regular basis.
Telephone
01358 742833
07778344855

Carle’s Sheds

Another Quality Shed

For a wide range of Garden Sheds,
Summer Houses, Gatages, Kennels,

Loose Boxes & Field Sheltets
Tel: 01224 722445

Raymond.Barclay@btinternet.com

www.carlssheds.co.uk
Moss-Side, Parkhill, Dyce, Aberdeen AB21 7AS




GROUP LIGHTS UP BALMEDIE!

Saturday 21st November 2009 saw the first Christmas Light — Up event for the village
of Balmedie. “The Balmedie Christmas Light Group” was formed following the recent
Community Research Project. We have only had a few short months to prepare and
deliver our planned Christmas Programme, which included a festive parade celebrating
the switch on of the Christmas street lights and tree. The efforts of the group were
well rewarded as many local people braved wild weather conditions to take part in the
celebrations.

It has all been made possible by the generosity of all those who willingly gave their time
and support in the lead up to the main event. Special thanks to local businesses, other
Community Groups, volunteers and all those who worked hard behind the scenes — you
know who you are!

We were delighted to be joined on the day by the Kintore Pipe Band, dancers from
Danz Creations Balmedie, vehicles including an appliance from Grampian Fire and
Rescue, a Bentley, Monster Truck and, Shetland Ponies owned by Mrs Brooker of
Cothal - all led of course by Santa Claus and his helper Nathan Davies. Sarah Malone
of the Trump Organisation, kindly attended to officially switch on the village Christmas
tree lights helped by our Prince Ben Hosie and Princess Alejandra Tait.

Looking beyond the Festive Season, our group will continue to be involved in
fundraising for further light decorations to enhance this year’s display. We are currently
working with the Lighting Department of Aberdeenshire Council to improve on the
number of light connections available in the village.

We will be busy organising further fundraising events for the village throughout the
year and your continued support would be greatly appreciated. We would also be
delighted to hear any of your ideas and suggestions for future events, you can contact
us by email at - christmasgroup@hotmail.co.uk and keep up with our progtress and
news at the Belhelvie Parish Forum — belhelvieparishforum

.proboards.com

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas

On behalf of The Balmedie Christmas Light Group



MOT’s ®
REPAIRS ®

MON - FRI
8am - 6pm
SATURDAY
8am - 12 noon

E Telephone (01358) 742284



FAMILY LEARNING IN FORMARTINE

Community Learning worker Sally Sheehan is based at the Ythan Centre in Ellon. Her
job is to provide advice, help and support for families with young children. Working
in partnership with local Health Staff, Speech and Language therapists, libratians and
the voluntary sector; a range of activities can be provided. These may include support
groups for parents, rthyme time sessions and first aid classes.

Groups and classes are very informal and fun and help with costs may be available.

Sally manages a pre school group for children with additional support needs and their
siblings. This is held twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Esslemont School,
Ellon during term time and provides a supportive play environment for the children,
while parents have the chance to meet other parents over a welcome cup of coffee. The
group is free and for children from anywhere around the Ellon and Belhelvie Banter
area.

Ellon Community Centre runs a créche for pre school children from 9.30 to 11.30
every weekday morning. No pre booking is needed — the cost is £4.50 per session,
and provides busy Mums or Dads with some precious time to go shopping, attend
appointments or classes. The community centre’s phone number is 01358 727910.

Parents of pre school children are very welcome to come to Rhymetime sessions in
both Ellon and Balmedie libraries. Songs, stories and thymes are great fun for both
children and adults, and also give children a valuable first step in socialising with other
children and enjoying books and music. Ellon’s Rhymetime take place on the first
Wednesday morning of each month, while in Balmedie they are on the first Thursday
of the month — the next one is 3rd December.

In January there will also be a new opportunity available called Sharks — which is
Rhymetime in the swimming pool — “Stories, Hand Puppets, Rhymes and Kids Songs!”
More details will feature in the local press nearer the launch date.

If you would like any more information on any of the above topics, Sally would be
delighted to hear from you. She may not have the answer to everything, but she will

probably know someone who does!

Sally Sheehan, Ythan Centre, Station Road, Ellon. Telephone: 01358 729237
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The warmth pressure and
buoyancy provided by

hydrotherapy is very useful for

treating several different
conditions such as: -

Relief from pan, swelling and
stiffness caused by arthritis
Improved circulation

Joint mobilisation

Muscle
stfrengthening,maintenance
and restoration

Obesity

Pre and post operative
condifioning.
Cardiovascular fithess
(heart and lungs)

If you would like to know if your

dog could benefit from
hydrotherapy then please
confact us on

01651 862432




BALMEDIE LEISURE CENTRE

Balmedie Leisure Centre is run by a volunteer Management Committee whose aim is
to provide recreational activities for all ages. The Leisure Centre relies solely on grants
and fundraising events to cover day to day running costs. We have many children’s
activities which include:

Parent and Toddler Group - an opportunity for parents and children to

meet new friends.

2’s Group - Crafts and fun for 2 years old (children must be registered for a place)
Kindergym - Energetic fun for pre-school children.

Gymnastics - A very popular sport for boys and girls.

Junior Football - Football skills for primary school children.

Karate - For children 7 years and upwards.

Trampoline classes - An energetic class for 3 - 5 year olds.

Dancing classes - Ballet, tap, majorettes, highland and Streetdance for children, tap
classes for adults.

Ian Wilson Soccer Coaching and Mini Kickers - football classes for age 3

and above.

Adult activities include:-

Aerobics, Karate, Netball and a Fitness Room. We also have a weekly bingo class for
the pensioners on a Monday afternoon.

The Leisure Centre is also available to hire for birthday parties at the weekends.

BALMEDIE OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB

Tel no — 07920 295 508
Opening hours — 7.30 = 9.00am  2.45 —6.00pm

We are a club for school children aged between 5 — 12. The aim of the Out of School
club is to provide high quality, affordable, accessible childcare enabling parents to know
that their child is being cared for in a safe and secure environment. The policy of the
out of school club is to promote a happy, caring and secure environment where the
children can develop self-confidence, gain self-esteem and motivation.

If you would like any information please contact the club.



Mains of Foveran,

Newburgh,
EQUESTRIAN Aberdeenshire
& Telephone

PET SUPPLIES 01358 789924
NOW STOCKISTS 0€ POULTRY €EEDS

Large stock of wood shavings always available, as well as other bedding
including bedmax, hemcore and auboise. Any specialised feeds or
supplements not in stock can be ordered in store or over the phone.
We strive to have any item in within one week of ordering. We stock a
wide range of dog and pet foods from Bakers, Skinners, James
Wellbeloved, Chudleys, Gilpa, Peruna and more...

DELIVERY SERVICE AVATABLE - CALL EOR DETATLS 0139876924
[T et/ 7souinn.tabunacouks |[[[]I]]]

3 star™ Bed and Breakfast

e 70 Y e | T

‘From only £25 - £30 per person per night

 Panmure Gar tterton nshire, AB23 8UG
8-742605

Reservations and enquiries e-mail info@viewfield1.9.co.uk



GORDON DISTRICT FRIENDS OF CHAS

Although based in Ellon, Gordon District Friends of CHAS, aim to raise funds for
CHAS throughout the north and east of Aberdeenshire. Formed in 1992, we have a
core group of 24 active members who come from Hatton in the north to Menie in the
south.

The Children’s Hospice Association Scotland (CHAS) is a Scottish charity established
to hospice services in Scotland for children and young people with life limiting
conditions. CHAS offers professional care, practical help and emotional support to the
whole family usually from the day of acceptance, to the death of their child & beyond.
The majority of children have progressive, incurable, terminal conditions where

their health and abilities deteriorate gradually over time. Many metabolic and genetic
conditions are rare and complex. Not many children who use the hospices have cancer.
This care is provided in 2 purpose built hospices, Rachel House in Kinross and Robin
House in Balloch with a CHAS at Home Team, based in Inverness, to provide help to
families who are unable to make use of the hospices.

CHAS has to raise £1.5 million each year to ensure that the facilities are available to our
families free of charge. Last year we raised over £25,000 of this sum and to keep the
momentum going we want to encourage new supporters by helping in our numerous
activities including can collections, bag packing, local galas, and many other fun filled
events. And not forgetting a 200 club with a current membership 438 (with quite
probably many of you reading this already members)

We are very lucky in that our local businesses are VERY supportive of our efforts in
giving us donations, both money & raffle prizes for fund raising events.

Our success is because we have become “part of the community’ and for this reason we
are constantly looking to encourage more people to become members of our Friends
Group. There are no specific qualifications (anyone from 18 — 80 is welcome) other
than an enthusiasm to raise funds and help in any way they can.

If you are willing to help, please contact David Crosley by telephone on 01358 722007
ot by email CHAS.GDF@gmail.com



For Quality Service & Price

We manufacture white/woodgrain /Oak
* PVCU Windows
* Doors
* conservatories
* Facia and soffit cladding
SHOW CONSERVATORY NOW OPEN

Nu-Look TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
thlj::CI;(:OQ Croft, For a free Quotation call 8am to 5pm
Bridge of Don, 01224 704344
Aberdeen FAX: 01224 708645

DOUGLAS LEAL

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

SURGERY

10 CRIMMON PLACE

ABERDEEN TREATMENTS INCLUDE
TEL 01224-639379 Local anaesthetics
OR 01358-742620 Nail SUFGERY

In growing nails

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE Cons, Calus

Diabetic care
HPC REG CH17891 Insoles for fallen arches



BALMEDIE LIBRARY

Eigie Road, Balmedie, AB23 8YF Tel: 01358 742045

OPENING TIMES

MONDAY 2.30 - 4.30 5.30 - 7.30
TUESDAY Closed

WEDNESDAY 2.30 - 4.30 5.30 - 7.30
THURSDAY 10.00 - 1.00

FRIDAY Closed

SATURDAY 10.00 - 1.00

The first Thursday of each month (term time only), there is a Rhymetime session for
under-fives from 11.30 — 12.30 come along and join in the fun. Adult and Junior Books,
Talking Books, DVD’s and CD’s

Photocopier, free internet access and scanner available.

BOOK GROUPS

Balmedie Bookends

Meeting monthly in the White Horse Lounge Bar (First Thursday of the month at
8pm). Each month sees the informal discussion of a different book selected by the
group. Books are generally sourced and supplied by Balmedie library.

Previous books discussed include Winter in Madrid by C ] Sansom, The Lovely Bones
by Alice Sebold, Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Rebecca by
Daphne du Maurier. New members welcomed please contact Sarah on 01358 741869
ot sarahcassidyl@hotmail.com

Young Adults Book Group

Recently started book group for young adults aged 13 — 16. Meeting once a month at
Tarts & Crafts community cafe in Balmedie to informally discuss a book chosen by the

group.

The current book for discussion is The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time
by Mark Haddon.

New members welcomed please contact Sarah on 01358 741869 or
sarahcassidyl @hotmail.com



CHRISTMAS /NEW YEAR REFUSE AND
RECYCLING ARRANGEMENTS

Normal refuse or recycling collection day Collection will take place on

Friday 25 December Saturday 26 December
Monday 28 December Collection as normal
Thursday 31 December Collection as normal
Friday 1 January Saturday 2 January
Monday 4 January Normal Collection

Christmas Trees can be recycled free at Household Waste & Recycling Centres.

ALL Household waste & Recycling Centres will be CLOSED on 25 and 26 December
and 1 and 2 January.

All Christmas cards and wrapping paper can be recycled in the normal household
recycling provided there is no glitter, foils or brown card included. White and grey card
is acceptable. Brown parcel paper cannot be recycled in the paper recycling, Look out
for extra Christmas card recycling at major stores and supermarkets.

Missed collections due to severe weather

If a refuse collection is missed due to severe weather, up to two extra black bags will be
accepted alongside your refuse bin on the next collection day. This is the ONLY time
extra waste will be accepted.

If a recycling collection is missed due to severe weather, put it out as normal on the
next collection day or take it to your most convenient Recycling Centre or Recycling
Point.

Local Waste Recycling Points

Balmedie Eigie Road - Glass, Paper, Textiles, Cans, Cardboard, Plastic Bottles
Co-op Car Park, Rowan Drive - Glass, Paper, Cans, Cardboard, Plastic Bottles
Belhelvie Playing Fields - Glass, Paper, Cans, Cardboard, Plastic Bottles, Textiles
Potterton Playing Fields - Glass, Paper, Cardboard, Cans, Plastic Bottles

Ellon — Hospital Road — Household Waste Recycling Centre

Glass, Paper, Cans, Cardboard, Plastic Bottles, Textiles, Garden Waste, Household
Batteries, Lead Acid Batteries, Engine Oil, Tyres, Electrical Appliances, Pressurised
Containers, Scrap Metal, Hardcore & Rubble.



POTTERTON
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

We have been meeting in Potterton since
January 2007. Our services take place at
10am on Sunday mornings in Potterton
Community Centre, Laingseat road, Pot-
terton. Our services last for approximately
forty minutes.

At present on a Sunday morning we are

holding informal Bible studies. We enjoy
a cup of coffee or tea as we explore and
discuss varied issues and topics.

We are a very friendly small group and
everyone is welcome to join us. Families
are welcome.

We are hoping to have a Christmas Eve
Service at 7pm on Thursday 24th Decem-
ber 2009. This has yet to be confirmed.

As a Church we support not only our
mother Church at Balmedie, but also the
five other Congregational Churches in
and around Aberdeen. They are found at
Cove, Danestone, Kittybrewster, Wood-
side and Peterhead.

We are affiliated to the Congregational
Federation both in Scotland and at Na-
tional level.

Congtegationalism is a form of church
government where each church is inde-
pendent in the management of its own
affairs.

We are here to help in good times and
in bad times. For Baptisms, Weddings or
Funerals please contact our Minister.

Rev Denise Cowie Tel 01224 709102

1ST POTTERTON BOYS’
AND GIRLS’ BRIGADES

We are Christian uniformed organisations
and we are attached to Potterton Congre-
gational Church.

We meet from 6.15 — 7.15 pm on Fridays
at Potterton Community Centre during
term time.

Girls’ Brigade is split into 3 sections,
explorers P1 — P3, juniors P4 — P7 and
brigaders S1 upwards.

Boys’ Brigade is split into 3 sections,
anchor boys P1- P3, juniors P4 — P7 and
company section ST upwards.

We work towards badges which are
presented at our Open Night, which takes
place between Faster and summer every
yeatr.

We enjoy, games, craft, badgework and
physical activities. We also participate in
drill and marching;

New members are always welcome.
For more information contact

BB Capt Bruce Cowie

Tel 01224 709102.

GB Captain Denise Cowie

Tel 01224 709102.



Victoria Garage

Used German Car Specialist

Suppliers of Newly
New and Quality Used Cars

Full Garage
Services Available

Local and Friendly
with the Knowledge
and Experience to Help

Victoria Hall, Belhelvie, Aberdeenshire, AB23 S8YR
Tel: 01358 743053 Mob: 07887 536987 www.victoriagarage-



QUICK CONTACTS:

Emergencies -Fire, Police, Ambulance,Coastguard
Police — Non Emergency Calls

National Gas Emergency Service

Scottish Water (Water Supplies and Emergencies)
Electricity

NHS 24 (Calls from 6pm to 8am)

COUNCIL

Aberdeenshire (General Inquires)

Cllr Gifford

Cllr Hendry

Cllr Johnston

Cllr Loveday

Balmedie Library

Eigie House

Community Centres - Bookings (Belhelvie and Potterton)

CHURCHES
Church of Scotland
Congtegational Church

(Rev Paul McKeown)
(Rev Denise Cowie)

SCHOOLS

Bridge of Don Academy
Bad Weather

Balmedie Primary

Bad Weather

0870 054 1999

0870 054 4999

DOCTORS

Oldmachar Medical Centre
Scotstown Medical Group
Udny Surgery

Ellon Group Practice

Tarts and Crafts

999 or 112
0845 600 5700
0800 111 999
0845 601 8855
0800300 999
08454 24 24 24

0845 608 1207
01651 869493
01358 743091
01651 851198
01651 872591
01358 742045
01358 743506
01358 727910

01358 742227
01224 709102

01224 707583
PIN 011020
01358 742474
PIN 021290

0845 3370510
01224 702149
01651 842204
01358 720333

01358 742002



Dates for your Diary

December 2009

Friday 4th
Saturday 5th

Sunday 6th
Friday 11th

Monday 14th
Friday 18th
Sunday 20th
Thursday 24th
Thursday 24th

Friday 25th

January 2010
Tuesday 5th
Monday 18th

February 2010
Friday 12th
Monday 15th
Monday 15th
Tuesday 16th
Wednesday 17th
Friday 26th

Family Quiz (New Life Home Trust) Forsyth Hall

“The Grinch’

Belhelvie Church

Kids film - donations for Right Christmas

Silver Band Service (Carols)

‘Scrooge’

Belhelvie Church
Belhelvie Church

Christmas movie - donations for Right Christmas

Belhelvie Community Council

Balmedie School

Last day of school term (Balmedie and BODA)

Nativity service

Congregation Church Potterton CeC

Watch night Service

Forsyth Hall

Belhelvie Church

(Mince pies and mulled wine to follow)

Christmas Day Service

Belhelvie Church

School restarts ( Balmedie and BODA)

Belhelvie Community Council

Mid term holiday (Balmedie)

Balmedie School

Mid term holiday (Balmedie and BODA)
Belhelvie Community Council AGM Potterton CeC

In Service day (Balmedie and BODA)
In Service day (Balmedie and BODA)

Family Ceilidh

Forsyth Hall

Music by The Tartan Quavers look out for advertisements nearer time

March 2010
Monday 15th

Friday 26th

Belhelvie Community Council

Balmedie School

Last day of school term ( Balmedie and BODA)

7.30pm
2pm

11am
7.30pm

7.30pm

11am
7.00pm
11pm

11am

7.30pm

7.30pm

7.30pm

7.30pm
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